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Notebook: Klahowya 
lacrosse coach Usher retiring

Klahowya lacrosse coach Laurie Usher gives will step down to try and 

promote the sport's growth in Kitsap. (MEEGAN M. REID | KITSAP 

SUN)
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Laurie Usher has been synonymous with lacrosse on the Kitsap 

Peninsula for several decades.

Usher was instrumental in starting the sport on Bainbridge Island in 

1987 and now hopes to have more of a hands-on approach to 
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organizing girls lacrosse once again. To that end, Usher is stepping 

down as the Klahowya girls coach at the end of the season.

“I’m looking forward to having more influence as a retired coach,” 

said Usher, who is working with U.S. Lacrosse to put together a 

training program for physical education and recreation coordinators. 

Usher said she’s hoping to have that available to schools in the fall.

Usher said she’d like to see more strides in the sport on the peninsula. 

“When we started in 1987, we started with three girls teams and now 

we have two,” she said. 

Klahowya and Bainbridge field varsity teams while Bainbridge also 

fields junior varsity as does North Kitsap. Gig Harbor also has a 

varsity team.

Usher said the teams in the county are on a downswing, but she 

believes that will change when players from the Kitsap Youth 

Lacrosse Association are able to play in high school. The KYLA fields 

teams for third through sixth grades.

Klahowya finished the season 3-9, Usher’s first losing record as a 

coach, but she focused more on the intangibles rather than a win-loss 

record.

“As a team we looked at that individually and really looked at our 

hearts and how do we define winning and losing. Really, getting back 

to the real meaning of sportsmanship,” she said. “In many ways it’s 

been a great experience for me.”

Klahowya’s Ericson stepping down

Klahowya softball coach Dan Ericson is stepping down after three 

seasons coaching the Eagles.

Ericson, who is the school’s varsity football coach and JV boys 

basketball coach, took the coaching job in 2012 after a resignation 

two weeks before the start of the season. 



“We only had 10, 11 players that first season and we made it through,” 

Ericson said. “This year we had 24 girls and we’ve had a JV team the 

past two years.”

Soccer: Playoffs set in OL, Metro

The playoffs begin this week for boys soccer teams in the Metro 

League and Olympic League.

Bainbridge, which finished second in the Metro League Mountain 

Division, will face the winner of Friday’s Seattle Prep/Chief Sealth 

game on Monday at 5:30 p.m. at Chief Sealth. 

In the Olympic League tournament, No. 5 seed Port Angeles plays at 

No. 4 Klahowya in a loser-out game Saturday at 1 p.m. The winner 

plays at No. 1 Kingston on Monday at 6:45 p.m. in one semifinal. No. 2 

North Kitsap and No. 3 Sequim play the same day and time in the 

other semifinals. The championship game and third/fourth-place 

matches are Wednesday. 

Oly softball hosting benefit contest

The Olympic softball team will host Central Kitsap in a Strike Out 

Teen Homelessness softball game Friday at The Fairgrounds.

The junior varsity game starts at 5 p.m. and the varsity at 7 p.m.

Donations will go toward the Stand Up for Kids program, which helps 

homeless and potential at-risk teens. Margaret Rodriguez is the 

executive director.

A donation of food, such as soup, crackers, granola, snack bars, juice 

boxes or other items that kids can eat on the go are preferred.

For information contact Rodriguez at 360-204-0365 or email 

margaretr@standupforkids.org.

WIAA Rep Assembly passes amendments



The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association’s 

Representative Assembly passed three amendments dealing with high 

school sports for the 2014-15 school year.

One allows high school coaches the chance to coach a graduating 

senior in an All-American contest. Another amendment changes the 

running clock procedures in football. An official’s timeout will no 

longer stop the clock. The third amendment raises the individual 

wrestling match limit to 45. An individual may not wrestle on more 

than 16 dates prior to the state-qualifying tournament.

Hoops changes coming next season

The National Federation of State High School Associations, the 

governing body of all high school athletics, approved four changes to 

basketball for the 2014-15 season.

The most significant change comes in the free-throw lanes. Players 

can now move into the lane when the ball is released by the shooter. 

Previously, players could not move out of their space until the ball 

touched the rim or backboard or the free throw ended.

Reasons given for the rule change were that it was becoming 

increasingly difficult for officials to watch for lane violators while 

also watching the ball. 

Another rule change is to eliminate excessive contact on ballhandlers 

and dribblers outside the lane area. Players will be called for a foul if 

they place two hands on the ballhandler, place an extended arm on 

the player, place and keep a hand on the player and contact the player 

more than once with the same hand or alternating hands.

A third change expands the definition of an intentional foul, which 

now states an intentional foul is “excessive contact with an opponent 

while the ball is live or until an airborne shooter returns to the floor.”



The final rule change permits anything worn on the arm and/or leg as 

a sleeve, except a knee brace. The items, including tights, must still 

meet the color and logo restrictions.

OL golf names MVPs

Aaron Holliday of Klahowya and Alex McMenimin of Sequim were 

named the boys and girls Olympic League golf MVPs on Thursday.

Holliday finished with an average of 38.2 while McMenimin averaged 

41. The league tournament begins Tuesday at Dungeness in Sequim. 

Olympic All-League

Boys

League champion—Klahowya 8-0

MVP—Aaron Holliday (Kla)

All-league—Alex Atwell (PA), Jack Shea (Seq), Matt Phillips (Kla), 

Andrew Nelson (Kla), CJ Lagat (Oly), Josh Frederickson (NM).

Girls

League champion—Kingston 8-0

MVP—Alex McMenamin (Seq)

All-league—Dana Fox (PA), Aimee Zehrung (King), Dani Fox (King), 

McKenna Kendall (Kla), Brianna Kettel (Seq), Kaylin Oster (NK).

State fishing event on deck

The Bass Federation and Fishing League Worldwide are holding a 

Washington State High School Fishing Championship May 17 at Lake 

Chelan. The tournament is open to any high school fishing team in the 

state of Washington. It’s a two-person team event for students in 

grades 9-12. 



Takeoff will be at 5:30 a.m. and weigh-in will be held at the marina, 

scheduled for 2 p.m. All takeoffs and weigh-ins are free and open to 

the public.

For information, contact the TBF national youth director Mark Gintert 

at 580-716-4521 or 330-993-0014.

Snyder jumping to Whitworth

North Kitsap’s Hannah Snyder, who was fourth at the Class 2A state 

meet in the triple jump in 2012, will jump at Whitworth University in 

Spokane. 

Snyder’s father, NK track and field coach Dave Snyder, also competed 

in football and track and field at Whitworth.




